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The Annual General Meeting 
of The Glendale Trust will take 
place at 2 pm on Saturday 20th 
February in The Glendale 
Community Hall, which will be 
followed by a concert where we 
will be entertained by pupils 
from The National Centre of Ex-
cellence in Traditional Music in 
Plockton. 
All members of the trust are in-
vited to our annual general 
meeting and of course we 
would encourage all who live 
within Glendale to take up 
membership of the trust and 
participate in our development. 
The Glendale Trust exists to 
benefit the community of Glen-
dale and is embarking on a pro-
gramme of initiatives within the 
Glen. 
The board meets monthly and 
amongst other things, receives 
monthly reports from the vari-
ous project groups that have 
been set up, Continued p3  
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Glendale Treasure 
John who moved with his wife Marion to Glen-
dale 3 years ago is a keen Gardener. Despite a 
small but regular contingent of deer who can 
navigate even some of the more elaborate 
structures defending the garden he grows cab-
bage, cauliflower, carrots, onions and potatoes. 
Some of the more precious vegetables take 
shelter in an ancient stone structure which has 
one side built into the earth. From the sea-
bound side it could be just a hill, hardly a man-
made structure at all. It easily leads to specula-
tion that this is a very old house disguised from 
potential marauding Vikings far more destruc-
tive and dangerous than the deer that wander 
into the garden today. Although, looking at his 
vegetables and shaking his head, sometimes 
John is not so sure.  
 
A couple of months ago John hit something 
very solid at the foot of the old house whilst dig-
ging holes for a protective bamboo  pyramid. 
 
What at first was resignation, apparently lifting 
one of the many stones that cascade silently 
and numerously beneath our soil from the hills 
to the sea, instantly turned into a quickening of 
John’s heart, as the soil, gently thumbed from 
the object, revealed it to be the hilt of a sword. 
Curiously not far from John and Marion live the 
MacAskills. In 1490 it was a MacAskill under 
the leadership of the then Macleod chief Alas-
dair Crotach who defeated the MacDonalds at 
the Battle of Glendale. Murdo MacAskill cut 
down Donald Goreanach & raising his head on 
a spear ordered the Macleod's pipers to play 
the MacDonald's lament. Understanding this to 
be a very bad omen the MacDonalds fled but 
not before Allan of Moidart killed Murdo and his 
3 brothers. Could the sword-hilt have been 
used by the MacAskills or even the MacDonald 
at the Battle of Glendale?            Continued  p4          
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����    Glendale Fuel Share/Car Share    
 
Lift is 
Wanted/ 
Offered       To                From                    When            Name            Phone 
 
Offered 
                    Dunvegan    F’quarrie                 Mon 10:00   Ocean          511351 
Offered 
                    Dunvegan    F’quarrie                 Wed 10:00   Ocean          511351 
 
Offered        Portree         Holmisdale             Wed 08:00 
                                                                        Thurs 10:00/13:00 
                                                                        Fri 08:00      Craig            511766 
Offered        Portree         Holmisdale             Sat 10:00 
                                                                        Sun 10:00 
                                                                        Alt. wks        Craig            511766 
 
Offered        Dunvegan    Lephin                    Sat 10:15     Stuart            511308 
                                                                                                                 511266 
Offered        Lephin          Dunvegan               Sat 11:00     Stuart            511308 
                                                                                                                 511266 
Offered 
                    Portree         F’quarrie                 Thurs  pm    Joy               511727 
Offered 
                    F’quarrie      Portree                   Thurs 18:30 Joy               511727 
Offered 
                    Dunvegan    F’quarrie                 Mon 13:15   Joy               511727 
Offered 
                    F’quarrie      Dunvegan               Mon 15:30   Joy               511727 
 

Can you add a lift to this list? Can you make use of a lift offered? 
 

Please sign up on the back of this newsletter or at the Post Office 

Local Information and Map Board 
 
Those of you that saw the last Newsletter will have seen pictures of several trust members erect-
ing the local information board.  The job was made much easier by the post holes being dug by 
Stuart Bell and his mechanical digger, and Graham Davies who loaned and ably manned the con-
crete mixer.    
                
The idea behind the notice board was to let visitors to the Glen see what we have on offer in 
Glendale. The local map shows such items as museums, walks etc., while the other section gives 
a brief history and nature of the Glen with spaces around the perimeter for local businesses and 
service providers to advertise. Just £20 will buy you an advert for a year.  
 
The provision of the sign was made possible, at a reasonable cost, by the donation of two large 
double glazed window casements by Stan Farnaby. A grant of £500 was given by the Co-Op 
Community Fund, and the timberwork was done by Dave Perry. Neil Patterson has volunteered to 
slate the small roof on the sign. 
The sign is in the Glendale Community Hall car park so as not to cause any hold-ups on the road. 
There are still some advertising spaces available, so if you are interested please contact  
the Glendale Trust.                                                    Dave Perry - dave@theglendaletrust.org 
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The Glendale Trust website has 
been launched  

www.theglendaletrust.org  
We are now adding and updating 
content almost daily. The design ap-
proach for the site is centred around 
delivering news articles and informa-
tion about GT projects and schemes 
in a clean and easily accessible for-
mat. Over the coming weeks and 
months we will be adding a lot more 
information but in the meantime if 
you have any feedback on the con-
tent, layout or sections contained in it 
please send it to  
graham@theglendaletrust.org.  
In addition we would love to receive 
pictures (in electronic format) to add 
to the site.  
 

The Glendale Trust Directors: 
 
Ian Blackford: Chairman 
ian@theglendaletrust.org.  
Lon Ban, 17 Lower Milovaig 
Glendale. 01470511218 
Ewan McLay: Treasurer 
Brian Smith: Vice Chair 
Ocean Graham: Secretary 
Ann Blackford 
Stuart Bell 
Graham Davies 
Natalie Bayfield 
Dave Perry 
Margaret MacPhee 
Joy Talbot 
Fay Thomson 
Advisors: 
Greg Lane: Moorings Association 
GT Membership numbers to date: 
98 Full Members    
8 Associate Members  

Continued from p1 
such as Meanish Pier, Heritage centre, 
Renewal Energy and Communications.  
 We are very much a community com-
pany that encourages inclusion. We 
would warmly welcome anyone within 
the community who would like to stand 
as a potential director at the annual 
meeting and we would also welcome 
members of the community who wish to 
serve on our project groups which are 
not restricted to directors. Our directors 
meetings are also open meetings where 
the community are welcome to attend. 
The last year has been a busy year for 
the trust and we have made progress 
with a number of the project groups. One 
initiative we did develop was a heritage 
exhibition at Borrodale School for two 
weeks in August 2009. This was an 
enormous success with a steady stream 
of visitors coming in to see the more 
than 700 items we had on show.  
With the enthusiastic response there has 
been from the community we are now 
embarking on a plan to develop a per-
manent Heritage and Cultural Centre 
which will allow the story of Glendale to 
be told through the creation of a first 
class facility for tourists and locals. The 
centre will of course provide rewarding 
employment opportunities here in Glen-
dale. 
We have also hosted  two successful 
social events at Meanish pier, a Hog-
many event last December and a mid-
summer party in June both attended by 
over 80 people.  We also jointly hosted a 
successful St Andrews night Ceilidh with 
the hall committee. It is important that all 
the community organizations in Glendale 
work together and this was a good ex-
ample of local co-operation. Please 
come to the AGM  to share your opinion. 
                                           Ian Blackford 

The Heritage Exhibition at  
Borrodale School 

George MacPherson, Ewan McLay, Ann 
Blackford. Maggie MacPhee, Graham   Da-
vies and Ian Blackford at Borrodale School. 
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Do you have experience with renewable energy? Would you be 
willing to share your experience of that with us? Please contact 
Ocean 511351 to talk about the good the bad and the ugly of your 

Renewables. 

Do you have engineering, experience, or a talent with machines?  
Would you like to come and play at jointly creating a Renewables 
generator for the Glen? Then please contact the GT Renewables 
group. 

Water Turbine Basics  
 
Hydro power systems use running water to turn a small turbine which generates electricity. The 
faster the water flows and the more water there is, the more electricity can be generated.  The 
amount of electricity a system actually generates depends on how efficiently it converts the power 
of the moving water into electrical power.  
Water turbines generate very reliable power with a very simple design. Some kind of "runner" or 
propeller is attached to a shaft that operates an alternator to generate power when water turns the 
runner. There are quite a few types of turbines, but they fall into three major styles: impulse tur-
bines, reaction turbines and submersible propeller turbines. Each is ideally suited for a different 
type of water supply. No matter what source of running water you have on your property, if it sup-
plies a year-round flow of water, there is most likely a water turbine well-suited to provide electric-
ity for you. 
Water Turbines Impulse (high head) Turbines Reaction (low head) Turbines Submersible Propel-
ler Turbines . Water turbines, like wind turbines, are active power producers. When the water is 
flowing and the turbine runner is spinning, the turbine is producing electrical power. That power 

must be used Ñ for charging batteries, operating electrical equipment, etc. Ñ 

Costs and savings  
Costs for installing a hydro system vary a lot, depending on the location and the amount of elec-
tricity it can generate. A typical 5KW scheme suitable for an average home might cost £20,000 - 
including installation. 
Savings depend on the amount of hydroelectricity that is used in place of electricity bought from 
another source. If the hydro system replaces electricity bought from the National Grid then typical 
savings could be substantial.  
Maintenance costs vary but are usually low as hydro systems are very reliable. 
To tell if a hydro system is right for you, there are a few key questions to consider: 

1. Is there a river or steam close to your home? You'll need access to a fairly fast flow-
ing water course, and the right to build around it  

2. Does the water flow vary significantly during the year? If so, the hydro system may 
not be able to supply you with all the electricity you need during dry months. If you're 
not connected to the electricity grid, you'll need a backup power system. 

3. Do you want to sell excess energy? Hydro systems can be connected to the National 
Grid if a suitable connection point is available. Any electricity you generate but don't 
use can then be sold to electricity companies. 

                                                                              Ocean Graham - ocean@theglendaletrust.org 

Continued from p1 

Glendale Treasure Continued 
Perhaps it is an older hilt buried for safekeeping in case of Viking at-
tack or confiscation from other clan members. John and Marion 
would love to know more about its origins. If you know anyone or 
you yourself have any expertise related to Skye archaeology and/or 
antique swords and weaponry please get in touch via the Glendale 
Trust. Natalie Bayfield                           natalie@theglendaletrust.org 
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Cuimhnich air na daoine bhon ta�inig thu  
Remember those from whom you came 

 
The Heritage Exhibition held in summer struck a cord with many people whose connections re-
cent and distant belong to this fair part of Skye.  Glendale, being on the periphery of the Island, 
has an extraordinary history probably stemming from the fact that many families were and are in-
terconnected.  Although not unique for Island Communities, Glendale and it’s people created 
many great ‘characters’ who not only influenced the local scene but their impact reached far and 
wide giving a global perspective to our history. 
One such character was ‘The Glendale Martyr’ John MacPherson, a remarkable man, who 
brought a fractious group of people together to fight a cause that would have ramifications for all 
landowners throughout the crofting Counties in Scotland.  He and his fellow crofters quite simply 
changed the view of the powers that be and, with extraordinary courage, stood fast against the 
armed forces. His wily strategy opened the opportunity for “the crofter” to take control of the land 
and enabled  ‘Glendale Estate’ to be constituted. 
Another great man was ‘Domhnull nan Oran’ Donald MacLeod whose visionary and reflective 
songs brought alive highland community life to the outside world.  His volume of Songs was pub-
lished in 1811, and following this he emigrated to North America, where he lived for some years 
among Gaelic-speaking communities.  On his return to Scotland, MacLeod moved back to his na-
tive parish where he farmed a croft and became the bard for MacLeod of MacLeod. 
These two stories were reflective of the many, many other stories that we heard about the fami-
lies who toiled hard but laughed a lot and embraced religion with such vigour. 
Over two hundred people came through the port-a-cabin doors over these two weeks and we in 
the Trust would like to thank everyone for their time and support.  The Trust would also like to 
thank all the helpers who gave of their time to enable the exhibition to remain open and to those 
who assisted with the film night. A special thank you to Jessie Mary, Roddy  (Stalin), Roddy Mar-
tin and Sam Thorburn who were our BBC stars on the BBC Alba news programme “An La”. 
As is widely known the Trust is campaigning for a permanent Heritage and Cultural Centre in 
Glendale.  We are at the preliminary stages at present.  Any support would be much appreciated. 
Ways in which you can support  ‘The Glendale Heritage and Cultural Centre’ are: 
1. Donation or loan of photos, film, articles, local stories or information. 
2. Donation of time to help set up and manage the project 
3. Donation of money to help fund the project. 
Heritage committee: Ian Blackford,  Ann Blackford, Maggie MacPhee, Natalie Bayfield, Fay 

Thomson.                                                                         Ann Blackford Ðann@theglendaletrust.org 

The Public Meeting supports the establishment of a permanent  
Heritage and Cultural Centre in Glendale  

At a public meeting, hosted by The Glendale trust, on the 9th December 2009 in front of an audi-
ence of over seventy members of the community. The Glendale Trust presented their business 
plan to establish a permanent heritage and cultural centre, which was followed by a discussion on 
the plan. The Glendale Heritage and Cultural Centre would include permanent and visiting exhibi-
tions, café, shop, craft and art space, gallery and more. 
When asked, at the end of the meeting, the audience voted unanimously in favour of the plan to 
host a permanent facility in the mothballed Borrodale School.  
Local councillor, Ian Renwick, attended the meeting, with no less than five Highland MSPs noting 
their apologies, Rob Gibson, Rhoda Grant, Peter Peacock, David Stewart and Dave Thompson. 
Speaking after the meeting, the chairman of The Glendale Trust, Ian Blackford said: “We are de-
lighted that those at the public meeting have given their backing to our plan. We will now continue 
with our process of consultation with the community and begin the effort to raise the funding nec-
essary to establish the heritage and cultural centre. 
This is an important development for Glendale and we are most excited about the potential of 
building a heritage and cultural centre that we can all be proud of. One that will tell the story of 
Glendale and its people. This initiative will encourage tourism to the north west of Skye and will 
create much-needed jobs in a fragile community. We believe we have a strong case to put to 
Highland Council to allow us to use the mothballed Borrodale School for the benefit of the com-
munity and thus sustain the building for educational and social use.”  Look out for more informa-
tion about this which will be published on www.theglendaletrust.org  -                    Ian Blackford     
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Our Highland Council  
Countryside Ranger  

 
I have been lucky this year to become the 
Highland Council Countryside Ranger for 
Skye and Lochalsh.  In a nutshell, my job is 
to help people to enjoy the great outdoors 
in a sustainable and responsible way, to 
increase understanding of the natural and 
cultural history of the area, and to promote 
its conservation.   
 
We do this through various means; you 
may be familiar with our programme of 
guided walks that run throughout the year 
in Skye and Lochalsh.  Or you perhaps 
know that we work closely with teachers to 
provide educational activities to all the 
schools on Skye.  We are also involved in 
after-school and holiday activities, and help 
run a monthly nature club called ‘Skye 
Larks’. 
 
Our work involves supporting communities.  
We give practical help or advice on projects 
with an environmental theme, ranging from 
developing on-site and leaflet interpretation 
for local areas of interest, to writing funding 
applications to purchase mobility scooters!   
 
Finally, we are responsible for ensuring the 
countryside sites owned by Highland Coun-
cil are maintained in a good condition for 
visitors and wildlife, and carry out practical 
conservation tasks to ensure this, such as 
path maintenance, vegetation clearance 

and surveys Ð sometimes with the help of 

willing volunteers! 
 

 
My favourite walk in Glendale…. 
 
Although I was asked to contribute some 
words on my favourite walk in Glendale, I 
am actually going to contribute words on 
my favourite walk of all time!  That is the 
circular walk from the Ramasaig road end, 
taking in Lorgill, the Hoe and the Ramasaig 
township.   
 
I grew up in Glendale, so the gentle walk 
along the farm track to Lorgill is one I first 
did as a child.  In the scores of times I have 
walked it since, it has never lost its charm, 
nor its ability to conjure up vivid images of 
another time.  You can almost hear echoes 
of children’s voices as you pass the ruin 
that once was a school.  Or if you glance 

up-stream from the Shepherds bothy to the 
Lorgill Burn waterfalls, you can almost see 
women of the past washing clothes and laying 
them out to dry on the grassy bank.   
 
Lorgill is a magical place that I love to visit, but 
perhaps due to its tragic history, for me, the 
climb out of the glen onto the slopes of the Hoe 
brings a sense of dark clouds lifting.  Following 
the cliffs round the headland, with MacLeod’s 
Maidens at your back, the walk across the high 
plane where grasses have taken the place of 
heather has a peaceful, unearthly feel.  Rising 
over a brow, the sudden exposure of the unsur-
passable cliffs of Hoe Rape comes as a won-
derful shock.   
 
Hugging the cliffs as you go, the descent into 
Ramasaig is quick and easy.  There is just one 
climb left up through the old Ramasaig town-

ship Ð with some buildings as well preserved as 

those in Lorgill, and worth taking time over - to 
regain the original track back to the start of the 
walk. 
Sandra MacPhee  
Skye and Lochalsh Countryside Ranger 
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Free Cycle, Car Share, 
Survey for nursery provision   

Contact details and Membership option, 
  

 
 

Glendale Free Cycle Directory. 
The List will be posted in the Glendale Post Office and the GT website. You can add more items 
on a blank sheet, to add or remove items from the list later contact Nancy Bell at the Glendale 
Post Office 511266.  Description of Item given/wanted: (delete one) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Glendale Car and Fuel Share 
This is intended for those who don’t always have transport and for those that have a vehicle and 
wish to share petrol costs and reduce carbon emissions. If you are able to give someone a lift, 
even if not regularly, please sign up. If you need a lift sometimes please sign up. The list will be 
on the GT website and Glendale Post Office To add/remove an insert call Ocean 511351.  
I offer/need a lift (delete one)                To:                                       From.: 
 
On:                                At:                             Name:                                 Phone: 
Example: 
‘I offer a lift to Portree-from Lephin on Mondays at 10 am -Name John-Phone 511000’ 
 

 
We are interested to find out your views. 

We need to know how you feel about this so please fill this part out whatever your opin-
ion is.  Please complete this survey and return to the Glendale Post Office or the Chair-
man of The Glendale Trust by  5th January 2010  
 
As a parent of young children do you want a nursery provision alongside the Heritage 
and Culture Centre.                          Yes/No Please add any further comments over leaf. 

 
 

Please fill in contact details below for all or any of the above entries.   
Details are not shared.  
 
Name:                                                                       
 
Phone:                                                                   E-mail: 
 
Address:                                   
 
Post Code: 
 

Not already a member of GT! Would you like to be?  Yes/No and Full/Associate 
Full member (resident in Glendale) or Associate Member (interest in the area).   Membership is 
free, it entitles full members to stand for directorship and all members to receive free newsletters 
and share in meetings.  

Please hand this in to Glendale Post Office by Jan 5th 


