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Welcome to the 2nd edition of Glendale News. We hope you enjoy reading the articles. We
are keen to receive any scoops, comments, information or pictures that you would like to
share. Please send contributions for future editions to:
elizabeth.macleod@theglendaletrust.org
The Glendale Trust AGM
The Glendale Trust is to hold its AGM on 8th April 2017 at 3pm in the Community Hall,
where it will discuss its ongoing activities, along with holding focused discussions on the
future of Borrodale School and Meanish Pier.
The Trust will also be looking to recruit additional volunteer directors to work on some
exciting projects.
We look forward to seeing you at the AGM and to continuing to work together for the benefit
of Glendale.
A copy of the Trusts membership application form is included at the end of this
newsletter to enable members to update their details and for new members to join.
The Glendale Community Council
The Community Council have invited candidates for the Highland Council elections to attend
our meeting on Tuesday 4th April at 19.30 in the hall. All members of the community are
welcome to come to this meeting.
LDO
Elizabeth now works from the Glendale Community Hall every Tuesday from 9am to 4pm. She
is usually joined by the Trust Directors and members of the community are welcome to pop in
for a chat. The Trust has always had an open-door policy since its inception in 2009.

The Glendale
Check

Last year Skye Weavers ran a photo competition in search of the colours of
Glendale. Andrea and Roger asked for pictures of your favourite places,
featuring colours distinctive of this beautiful glen. They had lots of entries and it
was very difficult to decide on a shortlist.
The shortlist was then put to a public vote, the picture that won the competition
was taken by Clare Gray and is shown along with the resulting check in the
picture alongside this article. The Glendale Check tweed design is a pattern
based on the family of glen check tweeds and it is hoped you can see the
picture reflected in the fabric.
Skye Weavers are now in the process of setting up the big loom for the
Glendale Check and will be weaving it over the next couple of weeks. You can
check out progress on their Facebook page or just pop in to the weaving shed
for a visit. The tweed should be ready and available for purchase this April.

An update on the
dig at Dun
Colbost

After last years homecoming event
support was given to undertake an
excavation of the Broch at Dun
Colbost. The Trust is now at a stage
where it can progress towards a
funding application to undertake the
work.
A working group has been set up to
progress the project and it is hoped we
can take advantage of 2017 being the
Visit Scotland year of History, Heritage
and Archaeology.

An update on
Meanish Pier

An update on
Borrodale School

Kames have been granted permission,
after an appeal to the Scottish
Government, for a fish farm within
Loch Pooltiel. They will require access
and upgraded facilities at Meanish and
the Trust is taking legal advice before
entering into negotiations to ensure
that the community receives the
maximum community benefit possible
from having the fish farm in the Loch.

Over the last year The Trust has
organised working parties to clear out
Borrodale School and tidy up the
grounds as well as making temporary
repairs to the roof.
The Trust has now engaged with the
Plunkett Foundation to look at ways of
progressing the project and bringing
the building back into community use.

North Skye Broadband is continuing to work hard to address the provision of reliable future
proof broadband in areas of North Skye. These areas which include Glendale, Waternish and
Struan are facing the prospect of having no commercial investment in their current broadband
infrastructure for at least 3 years. This risks leaving many homes and businesses severely
disadvantaged.
The North Skye Broadband project has been working with many agencies over the past year
to develop and deliver a solution to these areas. The project has been seeking to secure
public funding allocated by the Scottish Government to the Community Broadband Scotland
program. These funds are made available to community initiatives to help purchase and
install next generation broadband networks in areas where there is market failure. As with all
major public funded projects they are subject to approval from the European Union (EU) and
must be State Aid Compliant.
The EU approval process was not formally in place from June 2015 until November 2016
which caused broadband procurements a significant delay. This delay affected the whole of
the UK but thankfully the new rules are now in place and projects across the country are now
beginning to make progress including North Skye Broadband.
The aim of the North Skye Broadband project is to deliver affordable future proof broadband
services which will meet the needs of the Island and its communities long into the future. In
the fast-moving world of technology this means designing a network that can be easily
upgraded to meet the ever-increasing demand for speed and bandwidth. There are many
technologies which can deliver this type of service while ensuring it is affordable.
The benefits a locally managed network include but are not limited to; local job creation, local
call centres and reinvestment in the local community. The flexibility in approach to delivering
a locally operated network often allows much higher quality infrastructure to be installed much
more competitively than larger commercial operators which are only driven by profit.
The success of the project will depend very much on the involvement of residents/landowners
as wayleave and access agreements for equipment such as fibre ducting will be an important
factor in being able to install a network cost effectively.
Over the next few months North Skye Broadband will be contacting those who have
expressed an interest in the project and who have indicated they would like to be directly
involved. Locally based implementation groups will be formed to help support and deliver the
project in local areas.
If you are a local resident, landowner or business and you would like to be involved in the
project in Glendale or any other area, please register an interest via the North Skye
Broadband website.

Please keep an eye out for updates in your area regarding the project and if you have any
questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. Elgar.finlay@northskyebroadband.com

Glendale Community Council
Glendale Community Council was re-established in October last year, just in time to
prevent it going into abeyance. A few of us came together who felt that, despite the
very limited powers of community councils, it was important that the area should have
a voice heard in the corridors of power. Six nominees were joined by two others who
volunteered for co-option.
What have we been doing so far?

Roads Our link with the outside world, the B884, is in a uniquely poor condition for a
road of its importance. The edges of the surface are crumbling, the verges are
dangerously low in places, very many passing place signs are missing and the edges
need whitelining. We need a road that is safe and fit for purpose and we will continue
to press the Council on these matters. So far there has been some more patching.
Tourism As everyone in the glen knows, pressure of visitor numbers has at times
been intolerable and has overwhelmed our fragile infrastructure. A particular concern
has been the lack of public toilets and we have had meetings with the Trust, the Hall
Committee and Council officials to try to find an answer. Lack of septic tank capacity
appears to be the main issue, and resolving that would require large expenditure. Any
suggestions will be very welcome.

While the economic input of tourism is very welcome, the problems of the last few
years indicate the need for a tourist strategy for Skye. The Community Council will be
participating in Skye Connect, the relaunched Destination Skye & Lochalsh
organisation.
Bus service We have asked the Council to look at ways of improving our meagre bus
service. This coincided with the renewal of Council-supported bus contracts and it was
rumoured that even the service we have now was under threat. However, although
the school runs to and from Portree have been transferred from Stagecoach to West
Coast Motors, they will continue to operate as currently except that on Fridays
departure from Portree will be earlier to take account of the school moving to a four
and a half day week. Please note that the Mon-Fri 17.40 Portree to Lonmore extends
to Glendale on request. We are still taking to the Council about ways of increasing
services.
Other things The playpark fence has been repaired, and we are carrying out some
improvements to the Glendale Martyrs Memorial. The paved surface has been cleared
of weeds and the gate rehung. The metal plaques have been removed for re-etching
and the stone plaque will be cleaned and relettered by Jon Hearach the monumental
mason. The Community Council has a small balance of funds available for minor
works in the community, and welcomes suggestions in this regard.
Contacting the Community Council We can be contacted on Facebook at Glendale
Community Council, by email at glendaleccouncil@gmail.com or by post at the
address below. Meetings, which are open to all members of the community, take place
on the first Tuesday of each month at 19.00 in the Hall and agendas etc are posted on
the notice board outside the shop and post office (thanks to Nancy and Stuart).
Members of the Community Council are Maggie MacPhee (chair), Kevin Stockley,
Catriona Canning, Neil Ferguson, Elgar Finlay, Rowena MacKinnon and Nicola
Vaughan. Secretary is Donald Murdie, Hill Cottage, Galtrigill IV55 8ZZ.

What’s on in Glendale
The Glendale Trust board meeting—Glendale Community hall, April 4th at 7pm
The Glendale Community Council meeting—Glendale Community hall, April 4th at 7:30pm
The Glendale Trust AGM—Glendale Community Hall, April 8th at 3pm

Regular events at the Community Hall
Monday:

G.L.A.D. 7.30 - 9.30

Contact: Ann Salter 521 505
Tuesday:

CRAFT FAIR 11.00 - 4.00 from 4th April
Contact: Carol Martin 511 277
GLENDALE HIGHLAND MARKET

Wednesday:

KEEP-FIT 7.00 - 8.30
Contact: Graham Watt on Facebook COMBO-FIT

Thursday:

PLAYGROUP 10.00 - 12.00 Contact: Jo 511 312
BOWLS 7.30 - 10.30 Contact: Nick Carter 511 367

Friday:

TAKE-AWAY Fridays until March 31st 5.30 - 7.30
Contact Jan Perry 511 725 after 4.30

For any bookings or information please contact Carol Martin 511 277

Pooltiel Puzzle - an easy Sudoku

