
 
No doubt we are all 

enjoying the long 

summer nights as we 

approach mid-summer. 
The Glendale Trust will again 
be hosting a community event 

at Meanish Pier to celebrate 

mid-summer on Friday 24th 
June. A barbecue will be 

available from 8pm with a 

number of local musicians 
ready to entertain from 9pm 

onwards in the ―salt store‖ at 

Meanish Pier. The bonfire will 
be lit at 10pm. Last year‘s 

event was a great success and 

enjoyed by many. Why not 
come along this year and join 

in the festivities. All welcome. 

BYO bottle.  

 

 
Charity No. SCO38741  - Company No. SC 327627 

Dunvegan Players 
 
Dunvegan Players have been in existence for 

just over forty years and as members of the 

Scottish Community Drama Association,  take part 
in the annual festival of one-act plays. The SCDA  

came into being in 1926 after an invitation from 

the New York Little Theatre Movement to send a 
team from Great Britain to compete in their annual 

festival. A Scottish Festival was organised and the 

winner competed in London in the British Final and 
the final winner went to New York. The overal 

Scottish winner still competes in the Brirish Final 

which is now held in each of the four competeing 

coutries of the UK in rotation.There are 
fgjnfgjfjhfjgfour Divisions in Scotland and each 

division is  
 
Rosie Cameron, Jane Corfield, Bernard Cookson, 

Joy Talbot and Elaine Bunce. 

 

divided in to Districts, Skye being one. The 

competition starts in February each year with each 
club‘s choice of a one-act play. Dunvegan Players 

are a very small club but we enjoy our winters, 

rehearsing and then performing at Aros and 
usually in Dunvegan Community Hall as well. We 

have enjoyed a certain amount of success over the 

years, reaching the Scottish Final on a number of 

occasions, the most recent being in 2009.We are 
always looking for new members, particularly men, 

as with more people it gives us a wider choice of 

play. If anyone is interested in joining us please 
get in touch with me, Joy on 01470511291 or 

email jane-talbot@sky.com. 

Have a look at the SCDA website as well to see 
more of what we do  www.scda.org.uk. 

 

The Glendale Gala 
 

Would you be interested in helping us to plan 
and organise the next Gala? Come along to the Gala 

Meeting, Glendale Community Hall. 
Wednesday 29th June, 7.30pm 

Bright new ideas welcome. 

 Carol Martin – Secretary of the Hall Committee. 
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The Glendale Home-coming 

21st-24th July 2011 

The second annual Glendale Homecoming will take place 
from the 21st-24th July this year. The homecoming 

programme will include an exhibition of material held by 

the Portree Archive centre as well as the Glendale Trust‘s 
own expanding collection of material relating to Glendale. 

The weekend will begin on the Thursday evening with a 

Gaelic service led by Rev. Neil MacLean at The Free 
Church of Scotland in Glendale. On the Friday afternoon 

there will be a fishing competition, followed by the 
serving of traditional food, herring as well as mince and 

tatties at the school. Friday evening will see the 

renowned author Andy Wightman giving the annual 
Glendale lecture on his recent publication on the land 

issue, ―The poor had no lawyers.‖ Andy previously 
published the acclaimed ―Who owns Scotland.‖ 

The evening will be rounded off with a traditional Gaelic 

ceilidh at Borrodale School. The centre piece of the 
evening will be a Feisean produced by Feisean Nan 

Gaidheal and showcasing much of the emerging musical 
talent we have in Skye and Lochalsh which will be hosted 

by Allan Campbell.  

Saturday will start with a walk to the cleared settlement 
of Lorgill followed by various events in Glendale such as a 

sheep shearing competition, treasure hunt and a football 

match where Glendale will take on the rest of the world. 
Saturday will be rounded off with a Ceilidh in the 

Glendale Hall when we will be entertained by the 
Ardmore ceilidh band.  

The home-coming weekend will close with an inter-

denominational service at The Free Church of Scotland in 
Glendale, led by Rev Donald G MacDonald on the Sunday 

morning. More details of the homecoming are available 
at: www.theglendaletrust.org 

 

Glendale Heritage Exhibition 

Re-opens for the summer of 2011 

The exhibition will be open Monday-Saturday 11am-4pm 
from the 27th June to the 17th September 2011. We are 

delighted that we can extend our opening hours given the 

interest in the exhibition from locals and tourists over the 
last few weeks. The exhibition will be located within 

Borrodale School over the summer period. 

Volunteers welcome 
Although we are looking to employ staff to host the 

exhibition we do rely on volunteer support. We welcome 
your help in any way. Exhibition continues to grow, 

however new material would be welcome. We are 

grateful for all the material that has been given on loan 
or donated to us. Material continues to come in and we 

welcome additional material. Please look out anything 

that you may have that could enrich the exhibition.  

Genealogy 
A particular theme we are looking to develop this year is 
genealogy. The trust is indebted to Sandra Renwick and 

Dorothy Loudon who have donated a full copy of the 

1881 census. We are very keen to establish details of all 
those who came from Glendale and indeed ultimately to 

develop records of every croft.  
Skye war exhibition 

We are delighted that the archive centre in Portree is 

providing on loan for us their exhibition of life in Skye 

during the Second World War which will be on display 
throughout the summer.           Ian Blackford

 

DIY Solar Water Panel Solar 

Energy Result 1492 units saved 

I promised to do an analysis of our electricity use to 

compare the winter seasons 2009/2010 with 2010/2011. 
This is to evaluate how many units might have been 

saved by the DIY solar water heating panel which we 

made in spring and installed in September 2010 (not 
photovoltaic, which produces electricity, this panel 

produces hot water). Thanks to Dave Perry and Abe 

Humphreys for installation and plumbing.  

I wanted to check this over the coldest and darkest time 

of the year to get the lowest likely difference. The saving 
over the winter 2010/2011 is 1492 units, which is about 

a 20% reduction on our total heating electricity used 

(space and water). All room heating is electric in this 
house. This is not a completely scientific calculation as 

the hot water tank is not metered separately, so I cannot 
evaluate how much has been saved on the hot water only 

and there may have been other slight variations in 

energy use.  

We have had two long very cold spells this winter so I 

expected the electricity use to be up, but it is down. So 

my in-house science says the solar water panel, has 
saved energy. As we run Six Willows B&B we look 

forward to greater savings on hot water used for laundry 
and washing over the summer.   Ocean Graham 

Stop Press!! 

A very rare Leatherback 
turtle has been sighted in 

the Minch recently. 
Weighing up to ¾ tonne it 

is the world‘s largest turtle 

and a much endangered 
species. Maybe, if she is a lady turtle, she has come to 

find somewhere safe to lay her eggs. These reptilian 
relics are the only remaining representatives of a family 

of turtles that traces its evolutionary roots back more 

than 100 million years. Once prevalent in every ocean 
except the Arctic and Antarctic, the leatherback 

population is rapidly declining in many parts of the world.

 

http://www.theglendaletrust.org/
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Glendale Croft Produce 
 

Many of you will know already that I am a fanatical 
grower of fruit and vegetables and over the last five 

years have gradually turned almost every square foot of 
our garden at Milovaig into production. In our tiny 

garden, we manage to grow enough food to be almost 

entirely self-sufficient and provide a small surplus to sell 
at the gate. 

 
Tourists and locals alike have been impressed with the 

quality and flavour of our produce and it was becoming 

obvious that our tiny space at Milovaig was never going 
to allow us to expand to meet the demand. Some 

evenings I would arrive home from my day job in Portree 

to find a queue of people waiting at the gate to buy my 
salads, herbs and vegetables. Alison was valiantly 

defending our last wee patch of lawn to stop me turning 
that into yet another vegetable patch. I needed more 

ground! 

 
Last August, a croft came on the market at Lephin that 

fitted our needs perfectly, so we bought the croft and the 
cottage that came with it. The cottage, which was 

refurbished over the autumn, is now let to holidaymakers 

(lephincottageskye.co.uk).  
 

The croft needed a new access track and parking area, 
which we also had done late in 2010. At Christmas, I 

went part-time at my day job and on January 1st 

established my new business, Glendale Croft Produce. 
I now spend 3 days a week as a web developer and 3 

days as a crofter. Many of you will have noticed a lot of 

changes on our croft, behind the post office, since then. 
Field drains have been dug, fencing erected and a small, 

commercial-grade poly-tunnel installed. 
 

I have a flock of 30 hybrid, brown laying hens on the 

croft and am a registered egg producer, proud to have 
supplied top quality, class A eggs to the Clach Ghlas 5 

Star B&B and Red Roof Café. 
 

The poly-tunnel wasn‘t covered until May, so came a bit 

late for this season, but celery, leeks, ‗show‘ & salad 
onions, lettuce, cress, herbs, pumpkins, carrots and 

tomatoes have all been planted for later in the year. 

 
Outdoors, a half-acre plot has been deer-fenced that, 

over the next few years, I intend to turn over to 
production of vegetables and soft fruits. This year I am 

growing garlic, leeks and modern potato varieties ‗smile‘ 

& ‗casablanca‘, together with some rare, heritage 
potatoes: Highland Burgundy, Shetland Black, Salad Blue 

and Mrs Yetholm‘s Little Gypsy. 
 

In the garden 

and poly-
tunnel at 

Milovaig, I 
also have 12 

varieties of 

potato, 
parsnips, 

celeriac, 

broad beans, 
peas, turnips, 

swedes, beetroot, 5 kinds of cabbage, sprouts, broccoli, 

cavolo nero, shallots, radishes, cucumbers, french beans 
and sweet corn. I also grow a range of culinary herbs. I 

don‘t expect to have large quantities of produce to sell in 
this, my first year, as most of my time is being spent on 

getting the horticultural ‗infrastructure‘ in place: creating 

vegetable patches, planting shelter belt, building the 
poly-tunnel and establishing the drains & water supply. 

 

In the future, I hope to sell my produce at the Portree 
Farmers‘ Market and possibly expand my local box 

scheme, which in previous years has only had capacity to 
supply a weekly box to two people. 

If you‘re in the village and see me up on the croft, please 

feel free to come up for a chat. I‘ll show you what I‘m up 
to and introduce you to the hens. –  

Andy Stables 

 

 

Red Roof Café Gallery Wins Top 

Tourism Award 

  
Glendale’s own Red Roof Café Gallery clinched the 

top prize at the Moffatt Travel and Tourism Awards 2011! 

Elly went to Edinburgh to pick up the Moffat award for 
'Best Scottish Tourism 

Business' with the prize 
for outstanding 

economic and 

community impact.  
 

The café gallery has 
been extremely 

popular since 

opening in 
May.  Combining Nel‘s 

fabulous baking, their 

beautiful local produce 
lunches, the cute 

building, live 
music and Elly's award 

winning art and 

sculpture, the judges 
loved it. Visitors have 

too and word of mouth 
recommendations have 

been spreading 

throughout Skye fast 
with locals and tourists 

traveling from all over the island to visit for themselves. 

 
For those who don‘t know Elly and Craig, they spent the 

last two years doing most of the restoration work 
of the ruined black-house themselves and transformed 

the building into a lively art and food space which boasts 

a distinctive red roof and a quirky, cosy interior. Elly and 
Craig said ‗We were thrilled to win this award so soon 

after opening and would like to thank everyone here who 
helped support us.‘  

 

Red Roof Cafe Gallery 
Holmisdale, Glendale, Isle of Skye, IV55 8WS. 

Tel: 01470 511766 www.redroofskye.co.uk.   
 Trip Advisor, Facebook and Twitter@redroofskye 

http://www.redroofskye.co.uk/
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With many thanks to the West Highland Free Press. 

 

Glendale, an apt venue for talks 

on 19th-century crofters’ rebellion 
 

IAIN MACKINNON reports on a gathering in 
Glendale. Around 50 people met in Glendale in 

north-west Skye earlier this month to learn about 
the important role played by Skye and Lewis 

crofters during the Highland land struggle of the 

late 19th century. 
  

Three of the speakers from the Glendale conference:  

Seumas MacDonald, Anne MacLeod and Prof Norman 
MacDonald 

 
Key to the event was the participation of people from 

some of the communities on Skye and Lewis where the 

crofters rebelled against their landlords. It was in large 
part as a result of these rebellions that the British 

Government set up the Napier Commission, whose report 
led to the crofting system of land tenure being enacted in 

1886. It was appropriate that the meeting, organised by 

the Islands Book Trust and the Glendale Trust, should 
take place in Glendale as it was from this area that some 

of the most powerful anti-landlord sentiment and action 
emerged during the 1880s. At the head of it were the 

Glendale crofter-fisherman John MacPherson and the 

local Church of Scotland minister Rev Donald MacCallum.  
 

The weekend began on the Friday evening with a 

dinner and a keynote presentation by Professor 
James Hunter in which he highlighted the ongoing 

relevance of the land reform that crofters had achieved 
during the late 19th century. On the Saturday morning  

Ian Blackford of the Glendale Trust was first to talk, 

describing the background to the Glendale rising and how 
the actions there had helped galvinise anti-landlord 

feeling on Skye. Ian noted that when John MacPherson 
was sailing back to Skye in the summer of 1883, after 

being imprisoned for defying his landlord and the law, he 

was greeted by three huge bonfires as the boat he was 
on passed Braes. He received a hero‘s welcome in Portree 

before returning to Glendale to testify to the Napier 

Commission.  

The BBC journalist and Skyeman Norman 
MacDonald then gave a wide-ranging and 

comprehensive analysis of the testimonies of Glendale 

delegates, including that of John MacPherson, to the 
Napier Commission. Norman emphasised the role that 

oral tradition had played in the statements of the 
Glendale men, explaining that the testimonies were part 

of a communal memory going as far back as the time of 

Culloden. He said: ―These are the kind of people who 
were facing the commissioners. It pervades the evidence 

they gave that they had a feel for the world and that they 
had a feel for their own world — even a feel for its 

music.‖ He recounted an exchange between crofter 

Alexander MacKenzie and Charles Fraser- Mackintosh, 
one of the Commissioners. Fraser-Mackintosh had 

realised that MacKenzie came from the township of 
Borreraig where the MacCrimmons had once kept their 

renowned college of piping. Fraser-Mackintosh asked 

MacKenzie if there were any of the famous piping family 
left at Borreraig. MacKenzie replied that there was just 

one. He added: ‗Yes… He is just as ourselves, running 

north and south for subsistence for our families.‘ Norman 
MacDonald commented: ―There comes out of the 

evidence a deep feeling of regret at that which has been 
lost. It is a theme that runs through the evidence of the 

Glendale people.‖ He added that none of the details given 

in the evidence was of any use ―without the deeper 
context‖ of the loss of culture.  

 
Seumas MacDonald from Brogaig in Staffin works for 

the BBC and is also a crofter, keeping cattle and sheep. 

Seumas told about the land struggle in other parts of 
Skye, in particular his own community in the Trotternish 

peninsula.  

His was a presentation which blended historical evidence 
from the 19th century with the richness of local 

knowledge based primarily on oral traditions. He focussed 
on stories about one of the leaders in the Staffin area, 

Norman Stewart — known as ―Parnell‖ after a leader of 

the Irish Land League. Speaking in Gaelic, with English 
translations provided by Gilleasbuig Ferguson, Seumas 

not only provided a clear account of aspects of the 
collective memory retained from the time of the people‘s 

rising, but also asked the question of what men like Mr 

Fraser-Mackintosh (CFM): Was your town famous of old 
as the seat of the pipers of Skye? Alexander MacKenzie 

(AM): Yes, the M‘Crimmons had the township as the 

hereditary pipers of the M‘Leods. CFM: How long is it 
since the last of the M‘Crimmons?  

AM: I cannot tell, but my grandfather came to the place 
when it was first settled, and that was eighty years ago.  

CFM: Are there upon the place any of the old people who 

have been settled there for a hundred years, or are they 
all strangers within the last hundred years? AM: I know 

of no representative of those in the place a hundred 
years ago, except myself — or those who were settled in 

the township after M‘Crimmons left. CFM: Is there any 

music now among the people? AM: No. Sheriff Nicolson: 
Is there not one piper in all Duirinish? AM: No.  

CFM: You have explained about the fishing in a very 
intelligible way. Will you give an explanation how the pipe 

music has so much gone out in Skye? AM: My opinion is 

that in those days of pipe music they were looking more 
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to the Pope than they are to-day, and I believe it is the 

gospel that has done away with the pipe. It was death 
that did away with the M‘Crimmons.  

CFM: Are you fond of music yourself? AM: I don‘t care 
should I not hear music any day of the year, if I was well 

off in other ways. CFM: If you were well off would not 

music and dancing come back again? AM: No doubt it 
would leave us happier, but I don‘t know whether it 

would set us to dance or no.  

CFM: Are there any M‘Crimmons, people of that name, in 
the neighbourhood? AM: There is a grandson or a great-

grandson of theirs staying in the place yet. CFM: Of the 
name of M‘Crimmon? AM: Yes. CFM: What is his age? 

AM: I think he will be about forty years. He is just as 

ourselves, running north and south for subsistence for 
our families. ―Parnell‖ and John MacPherson would make 

of crofting communities on Skye today, at a time when 
there is such a move towards community ownership of 

land in neighboring islands.  

 
Also speaking in Gaelic, Anne Macleod from Lewis 

gave a compelling and at times dramatic account of past 
resistance in one of those areas which is presently 

striving for community ownership. Anne‘s presentation on 

Creach Mhòr na Pàirce (the Great Pairc Deer Raid) during 
the winter of 1886 allowed the Lewis people‘s memories 

of the attitudes and behaviour of the Matheson and Platt 

landlords of Pairc to augment her historical analysis.  
Some of the imagery Anne used was highly evocative, 

such as the raiders, whose families were in near 
starvation, burning five huge bonfires and roasting 

haunches of venison. She also emphasised – as did all 

the other speakers – the sincere religious motivations 
and justifications of those who were engaged in civil 

disobedience. Anne said that during the raid the crofters 
―thanked God for the plentiful food about them‖ and 

asked a blessing on ―the good work they were doing on 

His behalf‖.  
Colin Shields then spoke about his ancestor, the 

Rev Donald MacCallum, who was Church of Scotland 

minister in Glendale in the 1880s. His unstinting support 
of the crofters‘ cause in the late 19th and early 20th 

century led to his name being inscribed on the cairn that 
commemorates the rising. It is alongside those of the 

men imprisoned during the initial Glendale Rising. Colin 

spoke of how Rev MacCallum had transcended 
interdenominational rivalries to act in support of the 

indigenous culture whether he was in Arisaig, where the 
majority of the people were Roman Catholic, in Tiree 

where the majority of the people were Church of 

Scotland, or on Skye and Lewis where the majority of the 
people were Free Church.  

In the question and answer session, Norman MacDonald 

raised the issue that there was not one woman crofter 
who gave evidence to the Commission. He wondered why 

this should be. Anne Macleod took the same view as the 
historian Stena Nenadic, that there had been in the 19th 

century a loss of status for Highland women in general. 

She contrasted that with the key role of women in many 
crofting areas today. The present chair of the Scottish 

Crofting Federation is a woman, Eleanor Arthur of 
Shetland, and in the last decade Ena Macdonald of North 

Uist has also been the SCF‘s chair. However, Seumas 

MacDonald took issue with the view that 19th century 
women had not been prominent in the land struggle. He 

took the same perspective as the folklorist Hamish 

Henderson by highlighting the prominence of Màiri Mhòr 

nan Òran as the bard of the land struggle. He noted, 
too, that it was repeatedly the womenfolk of Skye who 

led the active, and at times violent, resistance against 
the police and sheriff officers who were coming to their 

townships. Throughout the swift tour of Glendale — led 

by Ian Blackford — which took in some of the historical 
sites of contention and struggle, lively discussions 

continued about crofting past and present.  

 
Thanks to this excellent, informative gathering 

organised by the Glendale Trust and the Islands 
Book Trust, these discussions are likely to 

continue.  

West Highland Free Press -  www.whfp.com 

 

Glendale craft and gift fair 

For: soaps, cards, jewellery, rag rugs, lace, quilted 

and knitted items, wild flower items, photography, 
sewing and knitting materials, knitted toys.  We also 

have teas and coffees with cake or biscuits. All locally 
produced.  

Every Tues from May to October 11am till 5pm. 

 
Glendale Wildlife 

 Spring 2011 

The first wheatear is always the true herald of spring in 

Glendale and ours arrived at Lower Milovaig on March 

23rd. Two days later, there was a report of two basking 
sharks off Dunvegan Head, which is unbelievably early, 

and on the same day Mairi Fawkes again played host to 
another rare visitor to Skye, a brambling. 

In Glendale we normally get quite an overlap between 

our summering birds arriving and our winter visitors 
departing but this year was not quite as pronounced. 

Ordinarily flocks of redwings will 

gather in the spruces behind 
our garden in big flocks from 

March through to May, feeding 
up, singing and getting 

territorial, in readiness for 

their hop across the sea to 
Iceland. This winter redwings 

have been very scarce and the 
birds passed through very 

quickly, with twenty arriving on April 2nd and by the 10th 

they had gone. Last year, a pair lingered until May 2nd 
and we were hoping that they might decide to stay and 

breed. 

The crested tit that was visiting Mairi Fawkes‘s garden 
over winter disappeared around mid-March but amazingly 

re-appeared in Broadford on April 15th and then Ord a 
day later. Clearly the hormones had kicked in and it was 

making its way back to the forest at Abernethy in search 

of a mate. Some stunning weather in early April really 
accelerated the spring and we had our first swallows at 

Hamara Lodge and Lephin on April 8th,  The first 
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butterflies emerged the next day, both a small 

tortoiseshell and a red admiral, and more returnees from 
Africa reached us: a willow warbler at 4 Lephin and a 

chiffchaff at Lower Milovaig. 

The first early purple orchid was in bloom at Scorr Farm 

on April 17th. Our other harbinger of spring, the cuckoo 

returned on April 20th, with birds at both Lephin and 
Fasach. By the end of April, spring was well under way 

and the weather was fine. Brian Smith and Greg Lane 

saw the first dolphins and minke whales from the boat 
24th-26th. Kathy Lindsley heard a grasshopper warbler at 

the Community Hall on the 28th.  By the first week in May 
the bluebells had started to flower and the carnivorous 

sundews and butterworts had emerged at Milovaig and 

by the middle of May the first broods of young from our 
common garden species were fledging. 

 

It all started to get very interesting on May 22nd and 23rd, 
when we were battered by massive storms and winds 

reaching 72mph in Milovaig. This blew in some extremely 
unusual birds such as a magpie at Totaig, the first in 

Glendale for 20 years, and other areas were lucky to 

receive a bee-eater (Ord) and a black-headed bunting 
(Mallaig).It is clear that the two successive bad winters 

have really taken their toll on our breeding birds and 

numbers of breeding skylarks, meadow pipits, twite and 
stonechats are down by perhaps as much as 80%. Let us 

hope that they have a successful breeding season in 
2011 to help them recover.      Andy Stables 

 

 

 

Glendale Shop and Post Office 

We have been running the Post Office and Shop in 
Glendale for just over three years now. Gradually things 

have changed inside, although the characterful exterior 

remains unchanged. Having come from engineering 
backgrounds, we had little preconception as to how a 

shop should be run, so all changes have been made using 
a common sense approach. This has obviously been 

appreciated, since customer nominations led to us being 

finalists in the best village shop and post office in the 
Scottish Countryside Alliance awards in 2009. This year 

you will find the front shop area feeling much more 

spacious, giving room to stand and chat without being in 
the gangway – also newspaper racking means the papers 

are no longer in the aisle way, and less bending required 
to pick them up. 

When travelling gets hard it is useful for everyone to 

have a shop in the glen, but even when the winter ice 
has gone, how many people count the hidden costs of 

travelling to do a weekly shop? With a round trip of 60 
miles that's two gallons of fuel in most people's cars on 

Skye roads. This monetary cost of £12 or more makes a 

substantial increase to a shopping basket, as well as the 
'carbon emissions' and hour added onto the shopping 

experience. 

We're proud of the range of goods we are able to supply, 

especially in the way of organic and fairly traded 

groceries (Nancy often claims that she never shops 
anywhere else!). To reduce packaging (and save money) 

ecover washing up liquid and laundry liquid refills are 

available. Fresh bread, milk and vegetables comes in 
three times a week and daily papers with the post 

delivery. Stuart's influence can be seen in the range of 
automotive fluids now available above the counter, 

quality tools in the rear display room and increased range 

of computer and automotive magazines. We are able to 
reserve bread, milk and papers for people and are keen 

to encourage requests for goods we do not currently 
stock. Home delivery of ordered goods is possible on 

Fridays (minimum order value applies) and we can also 

prepare welcome boxes for holiday lets on request. We 

have recently 

invested in a 
card-payment 

facility for the 

shop, to cover 
debit and credit 

cards of all 
types, to add to 

the convenience 

of shopping with 
us. 

We choose to 
support Scottish suppliers and manufacturers when 

possible. Because of the transportation costs, often the 

goods are cheaper, and supply is less likely to be 
disrupted by poor weather affecting transportation. 

Ideally we would like more groceries from the local area. 
Currently we stock Andrea's Potty Preserves, Maggie's 

Tablet and free range eggs alongside those from Andy 

Stables, Stuart E.'s logs, handmade cards, and occasional 
fresh produce from Nancy. Since it will still be several 

years before our own home kitchen is fit to produce 

ready meals, or home baking, there remains plenty of 
opportunity for further glen produce in the shop. It 

makes sense to keep as much resource in the glen as is 
possible, as well as the self-reliance as mentioned above. 

Recently we have decided to implement a loyalty scheme 

to reward our regular customers that repeatedly do a 
high proportion (or in some cases virtually all) their 

grocery shopping with us. Without these heroes the shop 
simply would not be viable year round. What we have 

come up with is a simple token collect scheme, where 

every time £10 is spent in the shop (excluding tobacco 
products – sorry!) we stamp a collector card. When this 

is full (50 stamps) the full card can be exchanged as £10 

against any shop purchase. Simply pick up your loyalty 
card in the shop when you spend £10 or more after the 

end of June 2011.  

Stuart and Nancy Bell - 511266 
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When to go cetacean watching 

from the Scottish West Coast 

 Harbour porpoise – all year 
 Bottlenose dolphin –     all year 

 Short-beaked common dolphin – Occasional, 

May – August 
 Risso’s dolphin –    Regular May – October 

best August – September 
 White-beaked dolphin – Regular, July – 

Otober, best August – September 

 Atlantic White-sided dolphin –   Occasional 
May – October 

 Orca –  Mainly May – October 
 Long-finned pilot whale Rare April – 

September 

 Northern bottlenose whale –  Rare August – 
September 

 Minke whale –  Rare winter, spring, autumn, 

best May – September 
 Fin whale –  Rare May – October 

 Humpback whale –  Rare May – October 
 Sei whale – Very rare May – August 

 

Information supplied by Sea Watch Foundation. 

Mrs. Katie Macpherson, 

Holmisdale. 

Obituary: Mrs Macpherson, who died in 

Portree on 4th June 2011, was a native 

of North Uist, where, 95 years earlier, 

she was born Katy Mary Maclean. Her 

next door neighbour was Fred Macaulay, 

later to become a pioneering Gaelic 

broadcaster, and the two families had a 

very close relationship, especially after 

Katie‘s father died when she was still 

quite young.    

Katie trained as a nurse in Glasgow and 

after further training as a fever nurse 

and as a Queen‘s Institute of District 

Nursing Sister, of which she was about 

the last surviving member; she served 

both in Aberdeen and Orkney. In Orkney she had to be 

out in very severe weather at times and it was there that 

she learned to drive.  Katy was posted to Dunvegan as a 

district nurse in 1948 and she soon endeared herself to 

the community by her diligence and caring attitude. A tall, 

striking woman, Katie was of a kindly nature and always 

had time for people. She had a high sense of duty and of 

service to others and was a loyal friend.  

In 1950 she married a widower, Mr. Kenneth Macpherson 

and immediately also took on the role of mother to 

Kenny‘s young daughter, Margaret, (―Kenny the Co‖, as 

the manager of the then Co-operative Store in Broadford 

was familiarly known. Kenny thereafter became the 

manager of the Co-op in Glendale). Katie subsequently 

had her own two sons, Alasdair and Norman to nurture. 

At the same time, she continued to serve the district as a 

nurse. 

The renowned postmaster of Glendale, Billy Mackinnon, 

was succeeded by Kenny Macpherson but following his 

death, his widow, Katie, continued as postmistress until 

she retired. This work was congenial to her, as it kept her 

in regular contact with the people of the community, 

some of whom she had attended since their birth in her 

nursing days. 

The Macpherson family regularly attended public worship 

in the Free Presbyterian Church under the ministry of the 

late Rev. John Colquhoun. The services were generally in 

Gaelic and even when an English service was held, the 

old presenter, Neil Maclean, could hardly be persuaded to 

lead the praise in that language. In his later years, 

however, he might be prevailed upon to lead the singing 

of the final Psalm in English – provided it was Psalm 23. 

On Neil no longer being able to act as presenter, his 

place was ably taken by Kenny Macpherson and, having 

been born in Greenock, the English Psalmody assumed a 

more regular and prominent place during the now more 

frequent English services. At the Communion held in 

August 1987 in Vatten, when Rev. Donald Nicolson was 

then minister of the congregation, Katie first made a 

public profession of her faith in Jesus 

Christ as her Saviour.  Her love for 

the things of God led her even to 

ensure that the Glendale church was 

kept clean and tidy, and in all 

weathers she could be relied on to 

have its doors opened in due time for 

the services. It was a great sorrow to 

her when attendance at the services 

in Glendale became so reduced that 

they were discontinued, following the 

death in 2006 of Mr. Roddy Annand, 

elder, who had faithfully sought to 

continue to keep the church open. 

Thereafter, while she was able, Katie 

would accompany Roddy Martin 

Macdonald to the services in Vatten, seeking to set an 

example of church attendance to others younger than her. 

For the last three or four years of her life Katie was a 

resident of Budhmor Care Home in Portree and, although 

her memory had begun to fail, the warmth, with which 

she welcomed those who visited her, continued 

undiminished and evidenced that this was a core part of 

her nature. The sizeable attendance at Katie‘s funeral 

was also testament to the fact of how closely the people 

of Glendale had taken her to their hearts and that even in 

old age she was not forgotten. The sympathy of the 

community is extended to her family. 

Roddy Campbell and Roddy Martin Macdonald. 
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Let It Be Us – Micheline Mason 

The noise from our heads  

Has not yet drowned out  
The love in our hearts 

 

Arms outstretched, 
We long to embrace 

All those broken spirits, 

Those bruised bodies 
Those tired minds 

To breathe back hope, 

Into their starving souls 
 

We long to bring back, 

The stolen lands, 

The earth’s treasures, 
The healing power of tears, 

The gift of time 

To replace them in our safe keeping 
 

We long to belong to a community 

Welded together, 
By trust and compassion 

Where no one’s hunger 

Would be left unfed, 
Where no one would  

Be left to face the darkness 

Without a hand to hold 
 

Let us start from now,  

With you and me 

This place our centre, 
Invitations sent, the door open, 

With all our inadequacies, 

Let it be us. 

 
 

New Local Development Officer 
 

The Glendale Trust warmly welcomes,  
Elgar Finlay, from Milovaig.  Elgar is the new 

Glendale development officer. He started work on 

13th June.  Please contact him on: 
elgar.finlay@theglendaletrust.org or 01470 511769 

 

 
 
Company No. SC 327627 - Charity No. SCO38741 

 

Membership Application 
 

Full Membership is for residents of Glendale. 

Associate Membership is for those with 
connections or interest in Glendale. 

 

Full or Associate Member (circle one) 

 

Name: 

 
 

Address: 

 
 

 

 
 

Post code: 

 
 

Phone: 

 
 

E-mail: 

 
 

Communications and newsletters will be 

e-mailed so please check your e-mail 

address. 
 

The Glendale Trust is a charitable 

company.  In the event of dissolution of 

then a maximum liability of £1 (one 

pound) will be payable from each 

member 
 

www.theglendaletrust.org 

Please send this form to: 

 The Glendale Trust, 

Ian Whitehill, 27 Fasach, Glendale,  

Isle of Skye, IV558WP. 

Or hand it in to the  

Glendale Shop and Post Office 
 

 

mailto:elgar.finlay@theglendaletrust.org

